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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION H. R. 4521 

To amend the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 to simplify the SNAP recertifi-

cation process for the elderly and disabled, and to spur innovation in 

the application processes of SNAP, the Medicare Savings Program, and 

supplemental security income that will increase the utilization of entitle-

ment programs among the most vulnerable of populations. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

DECEMBER 1, 2017 

Mr. LAWSON of Florida (for himself, Mr. KHANNA, Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas, 

Ms. LEE, Mr. SOTO, Mr. DEUTCH, Ms. NORTON, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. 

CRIST, Mr. EVANS, Ms. JACKSON LEE, Mr. COHEN, Mr. BLUMENAUER, 

Ms. WILSON of Florida, Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New Mexico, 

Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. CÁRDENAS, and Mr. HASTINGS) introduced the fol-

lowing bill; which was referred to the Committee on Agriculture, and in 

addition to the Committees on Ways and Means, and Energy and Com-

merce, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 

each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-

tion of the committee concerned 

A BILL 
To amend the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 to simplify 

the SNAP recertification process for the elderly and dis-

abled, and to spur innovation in the application processes 

of SNAP, the Medicare Savings Program, and supple-

mental security income that will increase the utilization 

of entitlement programs among the most vulnerable of 

populations. 
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 3

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘SNAP Simplification 4

for the Elderly Act’’. 5

SEC. 2. ENHANCED AND COORDINATED PROCEDURES FOR 6

CERTAIN HOUSEHOLDS WITH ELDERLY OR 7

DISABLED MEMBERS. 8

(a) LONGER CERTIFICATION PERIODS FOR CERTAIN 9

HOUSEHOLDS WITH ELDERLY OR DISABLED MEM-10

BERS.—Section 3(f) of the Food and Nutrition Act of 11

2008 (7 U.S.C. 2012(f)) shall be amended to read as fol-12

lows: 13

‘‘(f) ‘Certification period’ means the period for which 14

households shall be eligible to receive benefits. The certifi-15

cation period shall not exceed 12 months, except as pro-16

vided in paragraphs (1) and (2). The limits specified in 17

this subsection may be extended until the end of any tran-18

sitional benefit period established under section 11(s). The 19

certification period may be— 20

‘‘(1) up to 24 months if all adult household 21

members are elderly or disabled; or 22

‘‘(2) up to 36 months if— 23

‘‘(A) all adult household members are el-24

derly or disabled; 25
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‘‘(B) all adult household members who are 1

elderly or disabled are enrolled in Medicaid, in-2

cluding those enrolled in the Medicare Savings 3

Program as defined in section 1144(c)(7) of the 4

Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1320b– 5

14(c)(7)); 6

‘‘(C) the State agency’s administration of 7

the program under paragraph (B) is jointly ad-8

ministered or highly coordinated with benefits 9

under this Act, as determined by the Secretary; 10

and 11

‘‘(D) at the time the household is certified 12

the household has no earned income.’’. 13

(b) COMBINED APPLICATION PROJECTS.—Section 14

11(j) of the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 15

2020(j)) is amended by adding at the end the following— 16

‘‘(3) SSI COMBINED APPLICATION PROJECTS.— 17

The Secretary and the Commissioner of Social Secu-18

rity shall revise the memorandum of understanding 19

in effect on the date of enactment of the SNAP Sim-20

plification for the Elderly Act regarding services to 21

be provided in Social Security offices under this sub-22

section and subsection (i), to provide that, in addi-23

tion to the other activities under this subsection, the 24

two agencies shall make available Combined Applica-25
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tion Projects to not fewer than 10 additional States 1

that are prepared to undertake such projects and 2

satisfy the Secretary and Commissioner’s require-3

ments for such projects.’’. 4

(c) PILOT PROJECTS.—Section 17 of the Food and 5

Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2026) is amended by add-6

ing at the end the following— 7

‘‘(m) PILOT PROJECTS FOR SSA SENIOR CENTERS 8

TO PROVIDE INTEGRATED DELIVERY OF SERVICES.— 9

‘‘(1) AUTHORITY FOR PILOT PROJECTS.—The 10

Secretary shall carry out, in collaboration with the 11

Commissioner of Social Security, under such terms 12

and conditions as they consider appropriate, pilot 13

projects in not more than 10 local offices of the So-14

cial Security Administration that serve high-poverty 15

areas to develop and test approaches to integrate de-16

livery of benefits to households that include low-in-17

come elderly or disabled members. 18

‘‘(2) PILOT PROJECTS.—Pilot projects carried 19

out under this subsection shall develop and test ap-20

proaches to improve participation in multiple pro-21

grams that provide benefits to such members. 22

‘‘(A) Such approaches shall include— 23

‘‘(i) developing service delivery offices 24

that— 25
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‘‘(I) provide a ‘one-stop shopping’ 1

approach where applicants and recipi-2

ents can apply for multiple benefits at 3

local offices of the Social Security Ad-4

ministration; or 5

‘‘(II) include collocation of staff 6

of other government entities or non-7

profit private organizations at such 8

offices; 9

‘‘(ii) collaborating with private non-10

profit organizations, such as community- 11

based organizations, emergency feeding or-12

ganizations, or organizations that serve el-13

derly individual or individuals with disabil-14

ities; 15

‘‘(iii) make changes to allow for appli-16

cations (which may include recertification 17

applications) to be collected for a wider 18

range of programs, for example, by revis-19

ing applications and data systems to collect 20

information for multiple programs; 21

‘‘(iv) targeting education and applica-22

tion assistance to specific sub-populations 23

with low participation rates in included 24

programs; or 25
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‘‘(v) data-driven approaches that allow 1

sharing relevant data across included pro-2

grams for the purpose of improving cross- 3

program enrollment. 4

‘‘(B) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this 5

subsection— 6

‘‘(i) the term ‘eligible entity’ means 7

the State agency that administers the sup-8

plemental nutrition assistance program in 9

collaboration with the Social Security Ad-10

ministration; and 11

‘‘(ii) the term ‘included programs’ 12

means— 13

‘‘(I) the supplemental nutrition 14

assistance program; 15

‘‘(II) programs administered by 16

the Administrator of Social Security 17

that are available to individuals who 18

are elderly or have a disability; 19

‘‘(III) the Medicare Savings Pro-20

gram (as defined in section 21

1144(c)(7) of the Social Security Act 22

(42 U.S.C. 1320b–14(c)(7)); 23

‘‘(IV) at the option of an eligible 24

entity, any other Federal, State, or 25
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local program that is available to low- 1

income individuals who are elderly or 2

have disability. 3

‘‘(3) FUNDING OF GRANTS.—The Secretary 4

shall use not more than $50,000,000 of funds made 5

available for fiscal year 2018 under section 18(a)(1), 6

to remain available until expended, to make grants 7

to State agencies to pay 100 percent of the cost of 8

the selected eligible entities to carry out the pilot. 9

Such grants shall supplement and not supplant 10

other funding available to the eligible entities. 11

‘‘(4) ELIGIBLE ENTITY AND LEAD AGENCY.— 12

‘‘(A) To be eligible to receive a grant for 13

a pilot project under this subsection, an entity 14

shall be a State agency administering the sup-15

plemental nutrition assistance program in col-16

laboration with the Social Security Administra-17

tion. 18

‘‘(B) The State agency shall designate a 19

lead agency for the pilot project, which may be 20

the State agency, a local governmental agency, 21

or the Social Security Administration. 22

‘‘(5) APPLICATION.—To be eligible to receive a 23

grant under this subsection a State shall submit an 24

application at such time, in such manner, and con-25
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taining such information as the Secretary may re-1

quire. 2

‘‘(6) SELECTION OF ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—The 3

Secretary and Commissioner of Social Security— 4

‘‘(A) shall develop criteria for the selection 5

of eligible entities to receive grants for pilot 6

projects under this subsection; and 7

‘‘(B) shall give preference to— 8

‘‘(i) projects that target individuals or 9

communities with high levels of poverty 10

among seniors and people with disabilities; 11

‘‘(ii) partnerships between govern-12

mental and nongovernmental entities; 13

‘‘(iii) strategies that test innovative 14

approaches that would be likely to be 15

replicable in other communities; 16

‘‘(iv) projects that include resources 17

from sources other than the federal gov-18

ernment. 19

‘‘(7) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 2 20

years after the date of the enactment of SNAP Sim-21

plification for the Elderly Act, the Secretary and 22

Commissioner of Social Security jointly shall submit 23

to the Committees on Agriculture and Ways and 24

Means of the House of Representatives and the 25
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Committees of Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry 1

and Finance of the Senate a report that includes— 2

‘‘(A) an assessment of the impact such 3

pilot projects have on participation in included 4

programs and a description of the results of 5

such projects; 6

‘‘(B) identification of approaches that are 7

most successful and, to the extent practicable, 8

the reasons for the success; and 9

‘‘(C) a discussion of best practices and the 10

factors that would affect whether such ap-11

proaches can be replicated in other locations.’’. 12

Æ 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:50 Dec 05, 2017 Jkt 079200 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6301 E:\BILLS\H4521.IH H4521lo
tte

r 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
F

D
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

IL
LS



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-12-06T01:13:53-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




